
Columbus Garden Center - 1156 Oakland Park Avenue, Columbus, OH 43224-3317 Phone: 614-268-3511 Fax: 614-784-7700
Delaware Garden Center - 25 Kilbourne Road, Delaware, OH 43015 Phone: 740-548-6633 Fax: 740-363-2091

Dublin Garden Center - 4261 West Dublin-Granville Road, Dublin, Ohio 43017 Phone: 614-874-2400 Fax: 614-874-2420
New Albany Garden Center - 5211 Johnstown Rd, New Albany, Ohio 43054 Phone: 614-917-1020 Fax: 614-917-1023

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass
foliage

Photo courtesy of NetPS Plant Finder

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass foliage
Photo courtesy of NetPS Plant Finder

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass
Imperata cylindrica 'Red Baron'

Height:  20 inches

Spread:  18 inches

Sunlight:

Hardiness Zone:  4b

Other Names:  Cogon Grass, Japanese Imperial Grass

Description:

An interesting and eye catching variety perfect for
borders and containers; upright clumps of green with
blood red tips, becoming more red and intriguing as the
season progresses; great fall color; easy to grow and
fairly low maintenance

Ornamental Features

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass' attractive grassy
leaves are green in color with prominent dark red tips on
a plant with an upright spreading habit of growth. As an
added bonus, the foliage turns a gorgeous dark red in the
fall. The dark red stems are very colorful and add to the
overall interest of the plant.

Landscape Attributes

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass is an herbaceous
perennial grass with an upright spreading habit of growth.
Its relatively fine texture sets it apart from other garden
plants with less refined foliage.

This is a relatively low maintenance plant, and is best
cleaned up in early spring before it resumes active growth
for the season. Gardeners should be aware of the
following characteristic(s) that may warrant special
consideration;

- Spreading

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass is recommended for
the following landscape applications;
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- Mass Planting
- General Garden Use
- Container Planting

Planting & Growing

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass will grow to be about
20 inches tall at maturity, with a spread of 18 inches. It
grows at a slow rate, and under ideal conditions can be
expected to live for approximately 20 years. As an
herbaceous perennial, this plant will usually die back to
the crown each winter, and will regrow from the base
each spring. Be careful not to disturb the crown in late
winter when it may not be readily seen!

This plant does best in full sun to partial shade. It does best in average to evenly moist conditions, but will
not tolerate standing water. This plant does not require much in the way of fertilizing once established. It
is not particular as to soil pH, but grows best in rich soils. It is quite intolerant of urban pollution, therefore
inner city or urban streetside plantings are best avoided, and will benefit from being planted in a relatively
sheltered location. This is a selected variety of a species not originally from North America. It can be
propagated by division; however, as a cultivated variety, be aware that it may be subject to certain
restrictions or prohibitions on propagation.

Red Baron Japanese Blood Grass is a fine choice for the garden, but it is also a good selection for
planting in outdoor pots and containers. With its upright habit of growth, it is best suited for use as a
'thriller' in the 'spiller-thriller-filler' container combination; plant it near the center of the pot, surrounded by
smaller plants and those that spill over the edges. Note that when growing plants in outdoor containers
and baskets, they may require more frequent waterings than they would in the yard or garden.


